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il A I
(1) Anyone who has been to a doctor will have experienced being asked, “How much pain are you
feeling?”
[l
Whoever has seen a doctor will have the experience of being asked, “How severe is your pain?”’

(2) An integral part of medical care is to share the meaning of life with individual patients by
understanding and responding sincerely to the stories presented by them.
[71fi]
The essence of medical care is to understand the stories from individual patients, to take them
seriously, and to share the meaning of their lives with them.

(3) No matter how scientifically knowledgeable they are, doctors cannot care for patients in the way
patients themselves want, if doctors cannot interpret their stories as good readers.
[71fi]
No amount of scientific knowledge can lead to the course of treatment patients wish, unless
doctors can interpret their stories as good readers.
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